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BT , LA B X At 5 R U Ja 1) 5 2 (R 1o R 2%, 2015) 2

DX 3 it st B T L 5 R o 4 PR B IJH:MI]Tu%ﬁ@%[ﬁﬁb%iﬁ?lﬁl—ﬂﬁlﬁﬁ%
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EOCATTHA RE T 2 BT A ARSI AE N R 2 2487 — BRI IR L0 It 25 iR R A A AR
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AW TR 2 MBI, WAL A O BLH & RIS+ E 2 A [m] B S A
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ARG, EER ORI TR S 818 0, TEoc s (CRILR - BN ILH ) h K £ 48 LM
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JE 13 H R0 = AN, AT R FNE B 1 5 (Agnew,1993) 1 12 N JE A BE )24
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PRSI, A (2011) Ul A A R R Sh 1 & HAE ORI, R 2 S AU A R
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FEn A BT R 4, BIANTE B SR R R A AL AR AR R S 22 Sk R B T DX e 4 )
(Y EE B T DX R B8 25 7 b DA il i BRI R DX 3ty K BB A0 1 YN ARS8 55 N 4/ ]
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SRPE BT ) BN 0 R B R (5] i K S U A ] 3 T 1 5 A e 225 SR R AT [R] LAk 3
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SEEREAR AT A R AT L (1) AR . TS T AR as R W A T it A T
AR BRI B 57 s ) B 38 (M, =2.51,8D = 1.64; M, =5.65,8D = 1.43;1(116) = —11.051,p <
0.001,Cohen’s d =1. 02) , Ut BPRFJL T NFEAAE D B R R aH | DU TT INAEAS A S 8 K I B e
HEAER, (2)VT 2 XA RE . M7 T A6 45 s | B 580 B 21 A Wil v« 15 fH =
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d=0.19) AEFERZIE (M, =3.71,SD =1.65; M, =4.42,8D =1.61;:(116) = —2.340,p =0. 021,
Cohen’s d =0.22) ¥ B E /T B R E T Ak, 7“5 =287 f1 =0 =287 19 5 4 B
Hh B R IR e 4 A K L B R 3 2 A i b ) T R Y PH =787 X AN IR 2 KB L (M =
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BRER 1 Fron, Z5 b UENT 2 300 B 07 % 2 LU 28 S IR B 3T A T 9 3 X 3T 5 DXl L ) Ol e
FREE ST, Rt H, 75 25,
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UG B 15 G % [T B S 6 I & DXl it AUl e ) 5 i B s 45 SR AR ek

&5



=W, ERE T A ZEES. ARELIRSES RERMEET

#1 LB —ALRATHHIER RESEL B RETE N E G2
41 5 X ER #EEZR B E
BRI 3.93(1.34) 3.71(1.65) 5.27(1.71)
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VORPAC UL AR B S 0 B
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SR IR B VR AT & IR R, S S — R A AN TR, AR SE G R F v 1] 158 3 DA G 4%
T ZEL TR AR S T S5 0 oA PR S B R 50 R 55 — IR SE B B 8] 54 2019 4 6 H 55 R SC5
2020 4F 7 H BANFESEE , S0 B IR DR R i A RN 8 5 0 R v A 1Y) DU 1 A R A AR A R 4
55, 2019 4F 6 AR ialik R EAAER F ) BRI, 2020 457 A WL wil E AR AER
S BEFIEET , MR SRR 95 I REAREE  SIBRIEE NS R4 A3 SRR AR BBk 89 17,
FL35 43 44 A0 AE AL T REAIZE 25 AR 46 44 4108 E AL T 00 )14 AR, 5
PERE 1 b 55. 1% P34 4 19. 99 %7 SEi b 0 )11 48 INAEAS B 0 R 25 5K R B i 4, RN %
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SEEFRFANT cE e RIS K S e T B A M T AR A T, O 125 R B K S B
BIVE Ry A (A1 B R s R I 0T, AR5 I BRSBTS R S e S, I AT 2 KRR 2y
HEEPIXA T S BEA AN BEAAR L A (Torelli 55,2017 ) 7 2R HI = £ 15 90 2 UK (B (o =
0.855) : “F B EH 8 FAL SRR EEAE L2 FRXTHEAR T 8 Bm Z1 7 « 25 P 2 A S BRI
], L ZIFRIAR] BRI < 25 iR B FRARRES (04 SR, BLZIFRARIE S, BEIAR™ (1 = i) T
DU R X7 = 400 ) TR A )T X ) o R B R A8 DXl it L Bl VG s 1R R Ry SR A4 T Ry
(7] i 52 0L S DR 11 M PR R R Bl PG R PR %) 87 S A 2 T Rl 1 2 A % 3 P A
JEEAT SR PEAT (Jonathan %5 ,2019) M7 SR B 25 TETTIN B (£ = 0. 915 ) « “ ZE X B f
TRHE R —A" “FEX PO b IR — AN SRR, B e R T AN AR B, S5
B AT RSk 2 PR,

*2 R B BB XTI & KO R B A e AL AT
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GIRAERANT (1) BRI . M REAR T K IR 4SS IR W 0 T R AIZ 2 5 i 9K e A7 F g
JAE P B B 3 SRR B R s Tl M B B s (M, =2.41,SD =1.78; M, =5.98,SD =1.47;1(87) =
-10.241,p <0. 001, Cohen’s d =1.09) , BEHPRF 0 T R HEAIZ8 5L 8 IFREAAE y s K BE B am 4 | a1
BWEEARVE BRI BEE A RAIER , (2)U S KRG P, TST AR T RS54SR WoR 75 &
DRI 11 T PR < 7 B0 7 R ) AT v S ¢ 8 i 2 1) Ak B I T 0T L 1 A )
VP TR TS A7 X AT & KU (M =5.26,8D =1.70; My, =6.06,SD =1.42;1(87) =
-2.397,p=0.019,Cohen’s d =0.26) , KBS IE & T 4 f R 0, B KEE B i A it h 1, LS K
23 (A1 B R AR i ST PR AR S AT 1S 3B, BT 1 25 5 R | B8 5 A Ml E B Xl &
VM AEAE W35 IE 520 (B =0. 797 ,p =0. 019) . X — L30T AEXF T BRI R 9T 38 8, K
PE B I 2R XTI & DB R P B BRI IR H, o (3) NIRRT e, phar iEA
T A3 45 3 o | B8 50 B S 21 ) i L 2 5 I 8 0 L ) 3k ) o0 P R i R S S 1
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Cohen’s d =0.43) , LABIZRZS [IBE A H AR &t AR L9 e o DR A8 S 047 0] 05 43 B, 155280 2 &5
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Spatial Distance ,In-Group Boundary,and Preference for the

Place Brands from Hometown Adjacent Areas
LI Lin-zhu',LI Yan-jun'*, WANG Dan'
1. School of Economics and Management, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan, Hubei 430070, China;
2. Hubei Rural Development Research Center, Wuhan, Hubei, 430070, China)
Abstract : With large-scale population mobility driven by rapid urbanization and modernization, homesickness has become
the emotional resonance of millions of people. Exiting research found that the attachment to home prompted people who are
away from home to consume products and services related to their hometown. But little attention is paid to whether the
influence of attachment to home would extend to the preference for the brands from adjacent areas of hometown. This is
because previous cultural studies and identity studies mostly regarded hometown as a static and enduring concept, which is
not exactly the truth. Some studies prompt that consumers driven by sufficient motivation were more likely to evaluate
favorably and prefer brands associated with a related cultural group,what kind of other situations will make the boundary of
“home” expand and affect the pro-in-group behavior of consumers? Based on the construal level theory,the current research
holds that consumers’ spatial distance from home makes people construct different level mindset about home concept.
Therefore ,we propose that compared with consumers who are close to home, consumers who are far away from home are more
likely to expand their in-group boundaries to include adjacent areas within a broader concept of home, which prompts
consumers’ preference for the place brands from adjacent areas of hometown. In addition, we propose that regional cultural
distinctiveness shrinks the distance effect of consumers’ in-group boundary expansion.

In order to verify the hypothesis above, three experiments studies have been conducted in this research. Experimental
study 1 is a single-factor experimental design of 2 groups ( spatial distance from home: close to home vs. far away from
home) . Data analysis shows that participants who are far away from home had significantly higher willingness to purchase
and recommend the place brand from the hometown adjacent area than participants who are close to home. Experimental
study 2 is also a single-factor experimental design of 2 groups (spatial distance from homeclose to home vs. far away from
home ) . Data analysis shows that consumers’ spatial distance from home affect place brand evaluation through the mediator of
the expansion of in-group boundaries. Participants who are further away from home show a higher degree of in-group
boundary expansion by identifying a broader concept of home,and are more likely to evaluate favorably place brand from the
hometown adjacent area rather than from the remote area. Experimental study 3 is a between group experimental design of 2
(‘spatial distance from homeclose to home vs. far away from home) x 2 (regional cultural distinctiveness: high vs. low).
Data analysis shows that the effects of consumers’ spatial distance from home on consumers’ in-group boundary expansion
and preference for place brand from hometown adjacent area are moderated by regional cultural distinctiveness. When
adjacent regional culture is highly distinctive with participants’ original culture,the distance effect will be diluted.

The above three experiments in this research measured place brand preference by using different variables( willingness
to purchase , willingness to recommend and brand evaluation) ,identified “hometown” and “adjacent area of hometown” at
different spatial scales ( within and across provinces) , which provided a robust support for the relationship between the
spatial distance from home and consumers’ preference for the place brand of hometown adjacent areas.

This research contributes to complementing the research on the construction of home identity and the malleability of
group identity by exploring the effect of spatial distance from home on consumers’ in-group boundary expansion, enriching
the research on the consumption behavior of place brands by focusing on consumers’ preference for the place brands from
hometown adjacent areas, and expanding the marketing research of regional culture by indicating the moderating role of
regional cultural distinctiveness.

According to the research conclusions, this paper puts forward pertinent and practical suggestions. Firstly, companies
that operate place brands could preferentially select distant regions as the target market to expand market capacity. In
addition, if place brand managers were running the distinct marketing area, they should have positioned products’ origin at a
higher level of spatial scale to activate the in-group identification of consumers who come from the adjacent areas of the
products’ origin. Secondly, place brand managers should make full use of the “fellow-townsman” network community
marketing channels. Finally, place brands should fully consider the geographical attributes of culture and shape the
malleability of regional culture in the process of spreading regional culture.
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