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Whether Urbanization Raise the Living Standards of Landless Peasants?

An Empirical Analysis Based on Heterogeneity Perspective of Landless Peasants
YU Hong, ZHOU Sheng-qi
(School of Business, Qingdao University, Qingdao, Shandong, 266071, China)

Abstract : Making the heterogeneity of landless peasants as the starting point, taking gender, age, level of ed-
ucation and landless time as control variables, this study considers the impact of human capital, social capital and
government institutional arrangements on the living standards of different landless peasants based on considering fac-
tors of difference in area economic. Different landless peasants include people who lost their all land passively,
people who lost their part land passively, people who lost their all land actively and people who lost their part land
actively. Based on 506 field survey samples from Shandong and Jiangsu provinces, this study makes empirical anal-
ysis by means of binary logit model. The conclusions are as follows: (1) Gender, age, education level and land-
less time have different effects on living standards of different properties. Gender has positive impact on living
standard of landless peasants who lost their all land passively; Age has negative impact on living standards of land-
less peasants who lost their all land passively and have positive impact on living standards of landless peasants who
lost their all land actively; Level of education has significantly positive influence on living standard of different
landless peasants; Landless time has negative impact on living standard of landless peasants who lost their land pas-
sively and have positive impact on landless peasants who lost their land actively. (2) Regional economic differ-
ences have different effects on living standards of different types of landless peasants, but it can not fully explain the
difference between the living standards of landless peasants. (3) Except for the insignificant impact of human cap-
ital on partial landless peasants, it has significant positive impact on other types of landless peasants. (4) Social
capital only has positive impact on living standard of all active landless peasants and has no impact on living stand-
ard of other types of landless peasants. (5) Government institutional arrangements have a positive effect on the im-
provement of living standard of active landless peasants. However, government institutional arrangements have a
significant negative impact on the living standards of passive landless peasants.

From the conclusions, the most important implication we get is that: in the process of urbanization, the various
factors have different effects on the living standards of different types of landless peasants, and different policy
measures should be taken based on the heterogeneity of the landless farmers to really improve the standard of living
of landless farmers. The specific policy measures as follows: Firstly, to increase and improve the re-education for
landless farmers by multi ways, and to improve the urban survival skills by improving the level of education. Sec-
ondly, pay attention to adopt different policy measures to different landless peasants in different economic regions.
Thirdly, attach great importance to train and cultivate human capital comprehensively of landless peasants who lost
their part land passively, and at the same time, especially to strengthen and cultivate Position human capital of the
other types of landless peasants. Fourthly, to optimize the network construction of social capital further, and to
break the constraints of space and geography, to extend social relation network of landless peasants who lost their
land passively and those who lost their part land actively, so as to enhance its tension of social capital consistent
with the urbanization process. Lastly, Government should further to make more efforts to reform in land system, the
social security system and compensation system, and eventually improve the living standard of different landless
peasants relying on the policy linkage.

Key Words: landless peasants;human capital ;social capital ; government institutional arrangements
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