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PERE B ik =08, 55 L RIS B9 UL 8 1 PR 85, L T A < zhang@ whu. edu. en; FEBE R, 58,00 - 0 52 A= BF 50 U H
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S S P T S PR L P D B AT R B S R o i LT 3 R A A 2 20 AR R
R 1) (8 E T PR VAR R A E R R B IR AN O AL R AR B Y 5 SV R VE T o AR E RT3
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WO TE Rt , A o A I FO B T v [ 454 0 T B I5E B BAR, AT A 2% 3 DX 4% 350 11 Ak 38 7 B 358
P THRG1, AN AR SRR R b (45 10 8 B PRI X Al AT Dy O 52 0 BE A T Rl

L ERBEE O A b 1A F Dl b

1. B E R E RS IEN 4 R B R

(1) HE FRAT B B R BTN AR IR R o R4 4% [ FL 8 o ll & JROIR L, R4 4 T 2001 45 )
57 Doing Business” Tl F /|25 14 2 75 7 R85 VT 0 45 b7 1K 2 , I 76 2003 4F % 45 55 — {0 42 BR 5 7 R 455
Wt o Gt JLAE SRRt PR AT A A BR O R BRBE 45 O3 35 1 5L 190 A2 34k, i H AT bR B
AT BE B 5 1985 B SR BTG 245

N3 1R AT 48R IR 2R SR T 4% [ RL 5 Al AT oI B 7 v 4% A B B i 08 AR . 3
i ] T X W B 4% 20 TR A R B KR BV A o TR S AR AR R T BRI B 6 T — A hR B A 58
3 ,2019 E DAL L T — g5 b5, 49 T A bR . Hooh, — A b b R AT 5L T AR ORI ACHE
% I RIE— AR AR P A S B2 IT 4207 (World Bank ,2019) '
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%Rk U : World Bank (2019) [

PPN A Z2 00 I ) B 24 0 0 b A 8 bR AT AL, i P A o Ak 58 191 Wig B — 1] i O R Ol T
RN FE T 1A 28 55 R 0 B2 3 T 9 e 2 55 — R b T ) 98 b 5l , >R JH i i B g vk 7 0
JIT WAL 8t R AT B A, DTG T 33045 [ 8 g B 35E 18 ] 245 0 O R 44 o

UTAER , oy [ T R WO I B A R N T B R G R, S 1 OR B R R B A Ak A
MR AR AT gE 11,2008 4R LI o (6 2 5276 27 3005 R M S U0 AL e . sl 1 iR £ 2019 4R 0 A
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TebR IR 2, b S R PR R BGE R A TSR
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(2)EIU B B 45 AR IR R o ETU (2002 B ) e BRE 7S PR 50 i 40 35 10 1 R85, e Aty 2
PEA 445K R (The Economist Intelligence Unit,2014) ' 53X #6 F F B A0 4% 10 4> — A5 45 : BOA 3
BRI LB | A T R g BUR SNSEBOR A BRI B R g7 sl T
Y KRR, AR PR R R B0 TR0 82 AN E KKk 5 AR R R IR ARG .
SRR IR S50 AN W ,2019 4 4 H O — 56 EIU PEAl b, of [58 5 SR 4R HE 44 5 57 £,
P RAR TR A 4 R R R D, X E BRI R[]t SR AT 32 G TR Al is o i R ETU 58
M B 28 AR 5 WL U PR B BRI B A T IR AL . T E B R IR HEAS TR, — T
Je i TR LA PR T LB A 8 AR 0 20 BT R S — O T, — 26 5 WV A I 2 L o R AR
SRR N R AT R, AR 7 A R BB R sz e v [ R ER B A DAL RCR |
(3) GEM G\ IR EEPEM 8 471K 2 . GEM ( Global Entrepreneurship Monitor, 4 ER 6]\l W 2% ) 2 h
P& SORT 7 B A A AR i e B A W R R M AE I H L R T 1999 4R G2 A E 3T 19 88, I HER L
F WAL /N (NES, B B A DT 36 ) 45 MR T B 585 5, il i 18] 46 ) IF SR IBCHE A B8l , AR 48 P4 9 0 B

O &0 EIU B M. http ://country. eiu. com/article. aspx? articleid = 797922463 &Country = China&topic = Business&subtopic =

Business + environment&subsubtopic = Rankings + overview ,
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ITIRAS IS B PP AN 6 b 1A 22 K 08 IF 25030 1 5 4% [ Rl 3R B8 45 43, JF S 4t 1 58 )2 A9 Bl 26 58 37 A
o

VPR AR R ZR AL - B 7 Rl B BN B (SRR ) VBUN BOR (BUCHE S ALI ) L BURN R
HH R ADE B S AR BOE AR W R SO AL R R A N T s A A
BT 3 T IR 55 BN SCAE AT AL 2 BEYE . DA 2002—2018 4[] NES i [ %5 4 19 72 fb e #ok
&, E RO CE Bl R R T AR KR O, R, SRR RN B E RA S B
5835, B O XUR i Bh T A A R

(4) OECD QD A EE P F8 bRk & . OECD (Z5 2H40) Al 2 1 i &, K48 400 61 4 oMb 1) % Jie
W B, B B PR BT 43S = A B B 52 0 M A Ml ) e DRLER il J J  ELHE O, LA KAl
SR P A W 4 223N . OECD-EIP ( Eurostat Entrepreneurship Indicators Program ) ¥ 61 Ml gk 5 K 22
K53 RN M G AR B BURHE 28 | B 4 BRI BOR 5 0 A BB 8 1 AR E SCAE (Ahmad Fl
Hoffman,2007) ', M4 ke 2 [H 5 9 28 15 B AR 4645 , IR SR (L8 R B e I . LA AR 508 2 ok R T
AR AT 5 OECD #4 JE

2. P EERE AR TMNE R EM

55 [ BRPE A 8 b 1A R 1 S A (R o R B 0 BE A T O 5 AR A 2R T 4 S A 0y Ik
Al =A 2R, 2R R MERRES . DNEANHA =AM RR R

(1) W 348 0y T Ak 4ia Bl 768 1 PR B A 4 th 22 T, 6 o ) Aol AR R 8 R IR T 1Y
BrgE, FZ MM T G AR B (B4 ,2000) 0 AR RO A 1 b [ 30 48 (R v £ A G RO AT
) 28 U 1) T 3 28 % 3ok U R TR O R AR L e TR M R A T AR A S U T 37 Ak 4R e
AT BN S TSR AFEALFN AR STk ERE ERXT N
KRB WG H UL F R ARG . I S H 2001 4R % A O 4R S SR, SRk —
TR AT T 2018 45 AL B4 B2 75 1997—2016 4F . th Tz a8 4k, 2008 4F ¢ 2 J5 137 f 48 b
AR T B IR, 5 Z BT A LU A 22 5% 0 R 2 WoR 1 2018 48 v [5 117 37 4k 45 By 3 1 98 bR
TR ZR (F /NG ,2018) ) L 48 BOTT B 67 FH AR 6 5 S0 5 b B b 22 5 R B R X 30
Oy AT L RCHIE ST o XX 5 SR T T b ) DX L A 1Y R B R PP AN SR AR R R, B A A

B
%2 RERX
FE — R 7
WA RR R L E
HEE TR R A | R B AW T T
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Ye 3 T 3 by o 0 IR
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VERER I T N 42 (2018 )

(2) o [ T 85 R R BT PR AR AR R o 45O [ AN R ER IR AR 0 5 2 i R R R
BUIR, ZERRFE(2019) U XF 4 A ELRET S TR AT (27 A4 ST DL B H A 254 A g i
FIFREHEAT TR A0 0T . 36 3 R iR 5 b ik R AR BUR 2R N W0 iR 45 8 3t
Mt 45 T ER 88 BIH R BN R AR, R A B 5 %04 A B 7 S AL . R I N R R
2, 8 EPS 2 BR G0/ 23 B ~F- & rh i o 30 e 25080 P b B 2 e e A R s i, Otz
S8 L 35 60 5 0 A TG ik 20 A b B R T A R T R R BE AR A . I S A T RS DA Y
HRG T AR AR B SRR T A8 T ARAE T 34 60 AT R

W HNARKF o
AR

*3 B E T BT AR R
— R A AT Z R FEAT — R A AT Z R FEAT
—MTMERNZH A3 R
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B S F ¥ ]
T TR AR N FER % Ak A
A H ¥R BRERAHK (3N )
FEREBAMNLA R K By T AEMRS
- R ] g R & A% GDP
Y — ‘ ‘ :
BAREARE W R B e R R R R
) ¥ e P
R # FI% -
£ H7 86 4 48

VORI 25 R 7 (2019) 1)

(3) H E T ERT O RIPM bR R R . BRI X R R E AW E BN A, W E B — B
G R E A o AN IR Bl s B A R N T BURT OC R BEK R T b [ UM X T B 5
ML, 3T I, BREAE 4 (2019) T M A0 4 TR B9 PR FE AR AR &R, X [ 285 A3 A L
R RTINS A

LI A — G bR ) T B B AT A A, X A A R SR RA 2. R B0 5.
it FH 2 FF 5 ] A B0 55 090 4% 85 (48 BORF N b I AF 2 L Crb BB N 3 SOl i ) LA
FERAE R AR ) 15 HIFR A i X0 $i s 47 T 2 9 A Ak B, 358 4% 3l i 45 40 O AT HE 44 o

A R 2R3 5 U0 T A TR R AR S AR AR AL, VRN T A E R A BN
FE AR AR 2 F BN BRI B = R 2, H 2 oo 80 ok U SR B ok kb TR — B T SR 2 o
W, X6 T i 22 v R IR PR R AR AR R AR JE T F AR R AR RN E R B S5 SRR A SR AL T
i 4, U 7 B0 I L2 Do 4 B30 1) AR BB 1 9 9 T TR
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&4 B 285 AN T B K AR 4R AT R R
— R4 H5 Z R
B 3 b o K TR AR T
% i B A4 A RS eSS Y E AN A RN S &S
4t B %% 48 4 ey B 51 48
o B B R B8 %A VTR A B R K
& K AREEAT MHENE

VERE SR I B AR 4 (2019) T

LERRBIENGENERERESR

7E 181 5 7 [ R A P R BRI A R 2 T A M T M R R R R R R R
M T BB % T 4 b 7 ST v 48 408 T BR B O SRR AR AR

(L) 554 b [ B2 10 8 R SR B P AR IR R R P . DL AR AT o £ 2 1oy T B 2 785 T 3R
BEIE M P AR AR 2, 76 EBR AT EL b 2 o 7 BRI M 48 b R R R ST T RR AT AN 45 R
Sy o FE G R FE B AE HE RS AL B BRI HR A T ] . AR IR R R A 7 T 00 R
HER A B0 i 5 ) 4 R R, R TE P R B ORAEgE . fr g P E R Rl
2016—2020 4F h [5] 25 35 41 20 R R I 22 A W ), < 1 = 7 B0 R0 40 5 AT 412 0, 5 R B 4 9 DA 4
JiE 2N B2 S B T 3 BR B 25 80 R IR Y I 55 R L OF 3 WA 9 R OB R 8 R O 6L 7 B N SC R
$ED SR, BUA E A T R R T A AR R B DO A 4 A 4 TR R 0l b o A SCER
9 5, LT 4% SR o A wfE LAk B 45 001 ) 56 T 5 R BR BRI A 10 & 4 X 0 Ak 75 T ER B 0 51 A5
AR ISR o NI, A SH 5 T BR B TF A 45 b TR 2R A9 M 8 187 LA A = T MR v DA 4 E g 9
31, g€ b G 25 A b R

() B EFTHBIEM AR R E M 250 8. 94 E IR 3RS R HRBIEM 18 bRk &,
BT A () [ 5 22 18] 85 7 B8 He e, 0 — [ A3 AR [ M X =2 () B 2 R PR 25 7 e TR . R
A HR R AR TE T AR AT A IR 7 ERBE IR b 1 4% TROH BRI (R RO A AR SR 1 v e 3k 1
A — R ST —— U RO b L e e A T BRBE A ELSE R . X T R 4l & R i
I 9 52 i 28 0% T 3 B o BE BRBE A7 6 W] B R 25 S (R ,2014) T RS BUA [ N O R IR
BEVT M F5 bk 2R RE A8 S X Rl X 2% S HLBE S TR (H B AT 4 B AR TR R IR, AU B b
VR 03 T A 78 26 v T I 10 4 8 2 109, B 4 6 T T 3 e O L 1 B 2 % 5 O B 0 22 A BEE AR
DL, F HE48  LL 6 00 7 RS R B A AR A 28, % T 207 b [l 5 T B 08 1 A b I AL RS , T 4 /N
b B 25 HE B B IS X

(3) B 45 3R B4 2 b S RO BRBE AT 0 T o I P A O S S T BRI R R A B A
S T VA A e B R G FR VT SRS RO M — A X G, X RN O 7 20 B
RS ST, B 45 BREE 0 T BUR 5 4l 5 B0 T AR B S 0 Tk ik B R (AR 45, 2019) 7 HiaE
b o I AR TE AT R IR HE 4 0 R AR KRR B A7 45 T ob O AT B RO IR
e HE—— DA BR A SRR T 490, b AR HEAL A 2019 4E i 121 (2 BRTH 28 33 3, $2 71 T 88 1@, If:

O e ARLEMEERSFEMESERSE =D TEMRNE, 2 0L H M http://www. xinhuanet. com//politics/20161h/
2016 -03/17/¢_1118366322. htm

@ BEnr 40! b EETHE RS HIER T, B W H 4 M hup://www. xinhuanet. com/fortune/2019 — 10/24/¢ _
1125145987. him,
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HL CRA00) %o BOUR IR 55§12 4 1 5 i 25K, LAk — 25 A B 55 A o, i R BIR R 9 20 BURT X T 37 % 1
A ELIRICE WO T I ARG Jr . R T B IR T 2

= P G E BBV R b R SR A i

1. $5kR MR

e B PR AT HG AR AT v B A € B S0 AR SO = MR AR T R PR
PO A 75 T ——T7 S ERBE B 45 PR R R PR EE A SCEREE 5 O T L ) R IR BEIE N AR R A
AW —RAE bR, BT BILLAFTE 4 AR A IEE W TP A I RCE B bR, B A —2%
FERR , NSRBI ) Hh R4 32 B G A, I A rP AN T B B A0 SR AT S AR 45 B A 2R g 4 D T S R
SE 12 A AR R RN . 25 08 S B ) BEAT e T, BT A T AR AR AR, I8 A i A
TR AR BRAE R E DA — SR AR AR AL . ot M R S G E R B S AR R R DL
F 5 R EK R IE 4 D —RAERR 12 A T RAERR 24 THEE N A LT BN

(D) WIS, AR SCOHR B4 ) 5 = 25 T S R0 I LA A 28, B 4% b B 98 LR L 5% 4
- FEE BN T A A A R

Bl A5 AR5 % EIU 7 75 85 PE M 4 2 (The Economist Intelligence Unit,2014) 2! 57 X 35 4> i
BUA g 40l 28 7B SR AL 4 i 00, H 007 1 8 kb S B W IR B 5 GDP [l b, 8
b Tl HASE 8 O 2 AR R4S 1) P SR 2R U N G T 1 2R B A5 1) U 4 A, B R R T R LR
WATA TG4 RD,

A F bR A S 2R 42 (2019) ' b IR T B R RN BLIE N R R L R A B R A S
[F] B, AR S 56 7 Sy DX BB P AR B R S 3R 5 N AR B i X BB AL A 50, O R < e A 2
BB R . BFR A N B BFSE SR 5 & B (R&D) 2 8 N3 GDP /Y L, Rk —
FHRAE YR BT EPS U E o BF A& B R 3 e ) R R TR A A X Ik R M, 2k A
LR 2 7 % JRAIE S vt FAES — 0 2891 98 5 (2019 ) 11 [ i vl 0 722 b B 7 445 ) e B e
TEHL

TE G N PR AR AR BRCR M) 20 2% IR BR A 2R 3 AR A S 5T g 5e 47 2R 5 W7 1H N
75— AR A 2V L % [ B (2001) R E T A0 EE B, A TR A Al k2 1
VPSR Al [ P ), MO SR JE T EPS B e . R IE 7, PR AT O T A
P BT AR A ) T B RS B, b 4% BT B BT A B TR A 4 A

YR B IBUHG b 2 A M5B 7 T A W IR AU O o AR 0B AR AT B R IR BTN 45 b
A 28, 6 B DK A P b AR BBUK M L N T 55 T I o R AR A A R bk S
43 50 g v FEL KB A T S A KB R A 8 T B M A B O S B AR A A AR R
AR g AT A 6 3585 i bR 00 g R R 2 T AT R ) v B 2 3 A A B (T AT B
i HLFE,2018)

T A HE AR IR T W A BE 4045 (2001 ) "V TT 351648 B0 ) B 0T R 2 3 0T W R b A 4 41 5 B B
B A% o i Ml 25 75 41 A3t 068 1) I 45 A9 FEL 6% ol R 45 L £ ol A9 S A P8, L B T 65 Ak X 3o
NG L B . A SCHE R A 2 SUEC A i R R e B R R AR P, A 45
Bk [ 4448 Gt AE 2, I o 45 BT B0 U T O 2 AR ) RELGE RR l AR 55 ol A ol B8
KT EPS Bd I .

@ SZHCHE BRI, A< SO0 T IR BT A X GO T B R 31 AN /T R X, R A .
Q@  BEkIE T EARSEITE M, 20 http://www. pbe. gov. en/diaochatongjisi/116219/index. html ,
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(2) B 45 BR8E P BORT B T IBUR G IR 5 B RO = A 8 pnzlm . BON RS &+ =
T H T R I B A5 BRI AR, BUR BRI UM R I B T ST 3 A
HECET W HAIBRT O R ESR D,

R BTG 5 BOR S PR T AR VS B AR 45 (2019 ) 7 SBOR B 175 8 RO RF T £l B 6 0 FE
HCrb TR B I S 2o R B A9 R O TR SR S e, TR SO 5 B0 A T 45 S 5 R R 7
AN T

B AR A R 40 W P 22 A5 75 (2019) ' Y PPAG 75 5 , 1 BUBURF 32 R HL 7 B 45 7K SF 795 39034
WA, Jorh BURN 32 H R W T BOR MBS O B — RT3 S 5 XN B bl 28 o S i
I, FE AR AT BORCR R o HL TS5 KT S A ol 0 BB R 45 F) 6 R R, K40 e U T
45 (2019) M % A 9 CBUR LT IR 55 BE T35 BGIR)

(3) AR, ARYE T =3 MR b A TEE I 9 BOR B AR, AR CEBD) 3B = 4B R
N B IBRF B B 1 7 24 R R 458 T 3% W17 A9BSR B BB SR 3 W R R N TE AR S R

3 7 T A Y SRR 3 D S A R 1 o AR S B B (2018 ) T [ R 3 P HOIR
) IR A8 BN i T B R % RO T P A P N T ISR A 5 4 5 T

VRN TE 45 bR £ % T 5B AT 5 7 BRI AN R AR, A A DX RD kR, MOUE U B KRR A
(2019) "7 (o [ R vk SC AR BOGIR A ) P i DR SO AR R RIS BOTE M T R FE R R AT
F AL 76 B+ TTUHE b L A T 2 G Hb R R T 48 1 DS L

(4) ASCERSE . e TPRCE A BAR T RIS B ) 45 75 45 B R ik — 5 9 R X AN I i, UM A2
PEANRT R, LU = 4 a2 05 FH AR R 9 BRSSOk X A0 T ik Rk 43 5 B AS
Bt &1 7

TE 55— b [ BR o 0 4 b, 3T T S Ak 2 0 A0 T ERBE A S o R 9 kT
KXo S0 T 2 — L W T R R G AN E A B I R L X AN TR AR AL A ¢ 5
G T BN o A SC DK ko6 A0 T i R R A = TN - R D OB X A AR 4
PGB 05 GDP g L il | LA B Sh R B B Al o A ol B B e ), Bl ok BT EPS
s % o

155 P FR 54 o 420 355 19 7 100 95 4 - — 7 TR0 85 8 1 SRU AR AT 5 RO PR BE 1 A , 0 4% DX I 135 R AT 4K R
WRREE ; 5 — 5 1, B R AT B O Cfi ARG 1T i) v B9 4l A B IR —— 5 gl & 15 S B
PR R T B, Al 17 AR L A A BRI @)

2. IEMHE

RSO CA) AR 38 FSCA S B P IR R R G AR AT A o 7 FH SCAS 40 7 9 2 1
P e SRS B A FE R R T o T B A M5 L e AR A RS B P, B
e ) R 0 T b B (T S RIROBE I ,2010) O DR, AR SO i IS AR VE M
FEAECEAY) T R BRSO AC R . BRI S o R 12 A AR R Z, - Z,, (4
1) PR S 0 1 62 5 0 by 1—62 4K BE 4 B IFE 5 35 4% 43 BT 45 101, 5 A 0§ 4 191 5 981 f9 4 £
TAEIR T4 Z, F8hn 05 58 2 W W i Gl Z,, =160, Z,, =0, Ind &6y s — 1 =
5 (S AMAS Ay 14) «  BURF B CHAT 6T 1T 0 24 58 36 B RS it 58 Ak B BT I 45 -+ 7, AL e e
TEFRIO BN (BB R Z,) W Z, , =1,Z,,, =0(i#2),

®© 2016 4E3 4 H, ¥ VP7E4E B 280k SR TR IR IR S bR BB OC RMEHE ok 7 W7 A
Fo Z UL http.//www. gov. cn/zhengce/2016 —03/05/ content_5049220. htm ,
@  HyEskE TE AP EERM,Z W htps: // crediteity. creditchina. gov. en/page/ CreditReportDownload. aspx.,
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AR F R BN, 7K SC P = 4% % L G B3 € 4 1910 JEAT S0 < 45 5 A X AR J, 4% 9 1 00
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Evaluation of Doing Business in Chinese Provinces

Indicator System and Quantitative Analysis

ZHANG San-bao' ,KANG Bi-cheng' ,ZHANG Zhi-xue’
(1. Economics and Management School, Wuhan University , Wuhan, Hubei, 430072 , China;

2. Guanghua School of Management, Peking University, Beijing,100871 , China)
Abstract ; Well-established doing business works as an important basis for building a modern economic system and promoting a
high-quality development. In recent years, the Chinese government has made much effort to establish doing business, and has
formulated a series of policies and measures about streamlining administration ,improving regulation and optimizing services. As a
result,doing business in China has been greatly improved,and is ranked 31" in the “Doing Business 2020”. However,there lacks
a comprehensive indicator system for evaluating the provincial business environment in existing research.

In order to fit the high-quality development for China, this paper intends to construct an indicator system of business
environment at province level in China,and quantitatively evaluate the business environment at the provincial level. As thus,
the paper systematically reviews the indicator systems of business environment in both China and foreign countries.
International mainstream indicator systems are completed by the World Bank, the Economist Intelligence Unit, Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor,and OECD ,respectively. Typical Chinese indicator systems include NERI Index of Marketization
of China’s Provinces, Doing Business in Chinese Cities,and the Relationship between Government and Business in Chinese
Cities. Therefore , future research on the evaluation of doing business should be specified in three aspects;a) constructing the
evaluation indicator system in line with the Chinese context; b) designing the evaluation system for provincial comparison,
¢) emphasizing on the government environment such as the relationship between government and business.

According to the principles of “ international comparability, benchmarking the World Bank, and meeting Chinese
characteristics” ,the paper sets the four aspects of doing business,which are clearly stated in the 13" five-year plan,as first-level
indicators ,including fair and competitive market environment,efficient and incorrupt government environment,just and transparent
legal and policy environment,and open and inclusive humanistic environment. Furthermore , based on existing research and the
Regulations on Optimizing Doing Business ,we selected 12 secondary indicators and determined the indicator weights. Through
above efforts, this paper established the indicator system for evaluating doing business in various provinces of China.

Using the indicator system,we collected data and calculated the score of doing business in 31 provinces in mainland
China. The results show that: 1) the environment for doing business in Chinese varies significantly across different
provinces. Specifically, Beijing and Shanghai,as World Bank’ s chosen samples for evaluating doing business in China, get
significantly higher scores than other provinces; followed by Guangdong and Sichuan; Jiangsu,Chongqing and Zhejiang are
ranked third; Hubei and Tianjin are ranked below the medium of the 31 provinces; and Guangxi and Tibet are ranked
bottom. 2) The balance degree of doing business in Chinese provinces also varies greatly. For example, Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangdong and Sichuan constitute the top four,while Zhejiang, Anhui and Guizhou are highly unbalanced. 3) There are also
significant differences of doing business among the seven regions in mainland China. In this regard, the environment for
doing business in Eastern China is significantly better than that in other regions; Southwest China, Northern China, Southern
China and Central China followed; Northeast China and Northwest China are the most backward.

In practice, the indicator system and evaluation results provide a guideline for provinces in mainland Chinese to
optimize the environment for doing business. For example, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong and Sichuan should continue to
move forward and to deepen the reform. For those provinces which have high-ranking in the overall environment for doing
business while have low-ranking in balance degree, such as Zhejiang, Anhui and Guizhou, should keep their overall
advantages and focus on optimizing sub-environments with low ranking. For the provinces at the bottom in the overall
ranking, they should improve the overall business environment by not only optimizing certain sub-environment with
comparative advantages based on local resource endowment, but also seeking opportunities to remedy the disadvantages
resulting from other sub-environments.

In theory,the evaluation results based on the indicator system reported in this paper will are helpful for relevant future
research. For instance,using the quantitative results, future research can examine the effects of business environment in Chinese
provinces on firms’ business operation and firm performance,and investigate the mechanisms and boundary conditions ,which will
deepen our understanding of the connection between business environment and enterprises’ operation in China.
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