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Constructing the Foundation of Chinese Management Based

on Chinese Traditional Culture
WU Zhao-yun
(School of Business Administration, Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics,Nanchang, Jiangxi,330013, China)
Abstract ; Although the development process of management in the disciplinary sense is only more than a hundred years old,
management thought can be traced back to the origin of human civilization.

In the historical process of the development of ancient Chinese society for thousands of years, people have carried out
long-term thinking about the management practice with the natural economy as the main economic form and the family as the
basic production unit, and constantly summarized the philosophical cognition and implementation strategies of management
activities, thus forming a rich legacy of management thoughts. In-depth research on the history of Chinese management
thoughts, and digging into the ideas of organization, coordination, and decision-making in the context of Chinese culture, is
a basic work for constructing a management theory with Chinese characteristics. At the same time, it is also an effort for
management researchers to tell Chinese stories well and strengthen their cultural self-confidence.

To study the history of Chinese management thought, we must first clarify the concept and connotation of
“management” in Chinese culture. The task of the research on the history of Chinese management thought is to follow the
clues of time to run through the various management thoughts, viewpoints and methods formed by Chinese thinkers in
various management issues in Chinese history, and integrate them into a logical structure of thought system. Due to the
complexity of ancient Chinese management practices and management thoughts, the modern management theoretical
framework with Western theories as the main body cannot carry its full picture. The history of ancient Chinese management
thought involves five major areas: self-management, family and family management, business management, state
management, and military management. The above five fields should be combined with the five elements of management
subject, management object, management environment, management content and methods, and management objectives
involved in management practices to form a basic analysis framework for combing Chinese management thinking.

The research on the history of Chinese management thought not only emphasizes the analysis and discussion of the
historical development and evolutionary laws of Chinese managementthought, but also emphasizes the analysis of Chinese
management thought from the management discipline framework, and finds the difference between its inherent logic rules
and contemporary mainstream management theories. This research can provide important support for the creation of China’s
own management theory. “Take history as a mirror to know the rise and fall” ,many problems in theory and practice can be
sourced and explored in history. On the one hand, the research on the history of Chinese management thought can provide
material for theoretical innovation, and on the other hand, it can also provide reference for contemporary management
practice.

Theresearch of the history of Chinese management thought is not only a historical study, but also a cross-cultural
study, or a basic study of Chinese management theory. Therefore, the research on the history of Chinese management
thought should adhere to the basic attitude of learning from the past without diminishing the past, and applying the past to
the present, integrating historical perspectives, management perspectives, and cross-cultural perspectives. Moreover, The
research on the history of Chinese management thought needs to start from the traditional Chinese culture and explore the
management wisdom in the traditional Chinese culture, in order to realize the original and clear source of the connotation of
“management” and the application of “management” thought to the present, and to build a management theory system with
Chinese characteristics and Chinese style.
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