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A Comparison of the Hot Topics on Innovation Management at Home and Abroad
for the Suggestion of the Priorities for Research Funding .
From the Perspective of Project Management of NSFC
ZHOU Qing'”,GU Yuan-dong’” , WU Gang’
(1. School of Management,HangZhou Dianzi University , Hangzhou , Zhejiang 310018 , China
2. School of Business Administration, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing, Jiangsu ,211815 , China;
3. Department of Management Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China,Beijing, 100085, China)

Abstract;In order to identify the trend of further research in the field of innovation management, the current
state of the research as well as the funding status of the National Natural Science Foundation of China( NSFC) are
examined and compared. From 2000 to 2015, there are 345 projects were funded by the Department of Management
Sciences of the NSFC in the field of innovation management, and their research topics distributed dispersedly and
varied dynamically. Moreover,the articles in China and international top journals from 2000 to 2015 were analyzed
by bibliometrics methods based on the statistic analysis of keywords frequency and keywords co-occurrence network
to illustrate the evolutionary process of the research and compare the research hot topics at home and abroad system-
atically.

To be specific,the keywords of articles in the international top journals about innovation management are ex-
tracted by using the keyword co-occurrence network method. It was found that the keyword “innovation” is at the
center of the network ,and the nodes which represent the keywords “R&D” “Patent” “ Network” “ Knowledge” “ Poli-
cy” “SMEs” | etc. are connected to the node of “Innovation”. These keywords with high frequency are tightly con-
nected, and the cluster of the keywords forms the theoretical core of research on innovation management. From the
high frequency keywords distribution and quantiy aspect,there are mainly four research topics about innovation man-
agement ,which contain “the modes and types of innovation , innovation process and management , influential factors
of innovation ,and organizing mechanism of innovation actors”. The trend of each topic from 2000 to 2015 was illus-
trated in this paper. In addition, from the number of published papers in top international journals, it shows that
scholars focus more on the innovation practice in China context,and most of them attempt to discover the secrets of
success in China and generalize the innovation management theory with Chinese characteristics.

With regard to the research in China, the topic “modes and types of innovation” attracted a lot of attention
from 2000 to 2015, and almost the same research trend of the topic “influential factors of innovation” was observed
in China and international top journals in this period. However ,much less attention was paid on the research topics
“innovation process and management” and “organizing mechanism of innovation actors” in China top journals com-
paring to the international journals. Besides,with respect to the changes in research topics of the NSFC projects, it
appears two typical features firstly, there are various areas of research about innovation management - 80 percent
projects cover 25 representative keywords (or areas) . Secondly , the long-term concern remains in the research topics
about knowledge management , transnational corporations, product invention , patent, innovation capacity ,R&D and so
on.

By the comparative analysis of the hot topics on innovation management in China and abroad, it shows that the
61 keywords of domestic research with high frequency are basically covered by the 151 keywords of international re-
search ,so it can be said that the research topics are similar at home and abroad. However, from the time dimension,
the researches in China still lag behind the international ones to some extent. Besides, Chinese scholars focus onin-
novation management in Chinese context or with China characteristics, but the original researches and theories are in
urgent need. In the future, the research should be directed towards theorizing the China practices in innovation man-
agement , identifying innovation management activities in catch-up process of domestic enterprises, and understand-
ing the change in the Internet era from innovation system to innovation ecosystem.

Key Words :innovation management ; keywords frequency analysis ; keywords co-occurrence network ; NSFC ;re-
search funding projects
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