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The Evaluation and Regional Difference of China’s Anti-season Tourism Development ;
Based on the Perspective of Tourism Supply and Demand
ZHOU Cheng, FENG Xue-gang, TANG Rui
(Faculty of Economics and Management, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241, China)

Abstract ; Seasonality, as one of the notable features of tourism, has an important impact on the sustainable
development of regional tourism. On the on hand, the dramatic increase of tourism consumption not only bring huge
economic benefits to tourism destination during peak tourist season, but also take some negative impacts on regional
ecological environment, lives of community residents and social security. On the other hand, although the decrease
in the number of tourists can restore the ecological environment to some extent during off-season, it also could lead
to the structural waste of reception facilities and tourism resources. Based on the diversity of tourism resources, re-
gional economy difference and unique holiday system, tourism seasonality possess regional, comprehensive and
complex characteristics in China, and has a great impact on regional coordination and time balance of tourism ele-
ments. Therefore, the seasonal fluctuation of tourism resource, information and tourist flow have attracted more and
more attention from tourism academia circles and government departments. Many scholars have put forward the cor-
responding countermeasures from different perspectives, and we think that anti-season tourism development is one of
the effective strategies to solve the problem of tourism seasonality.

Tourism seasonality is the foundation and precondition of anti-season tourism research. The study on the
tourism seasonality has been systematic and thorough at home and abroad, and the content of analysis mainly fo-
cused on the connotation, concept, influence factors and tourist flow measurements. However, as an effective
measure to solve the conflict of tourism seasonality, the anti-season tourism has yet to raise public concerns of the
academia circle, and it currently stays in the stage of early exploratory research.

In this paper, the concept of anti-season tourism development is proposed and the interaction mechanism be-
tween anti-season tourism and tourism seasonality is elaborated based on the analysis of research progress about the
tourism seasonality from domestic and foreign country. Then, we constructed an evaluation system of China’s anti-
season tourism development from the perspective of tourism supply and demand, and evaluated the spatial distribu-
tion of the supply, demand subsystem and integrated development of anti-tourism in China through the methods of
entropy weight and TOPSIS. Lastly, the coupling coordination model is introduced and used in analysis of coordina-
ted development between the supply and demand systems of regional anti-tourism development.

The anti-season tourism development is a dynamic process of tourism elements seasonal balance and structure
optimization of tourism supply and demand. Through the Major participants on the tourism market, such as local
government departments, tourism enterprises, industry coordination organizations, and community residents,
tourism destination develop tourism resources and market during the off-season of tourism based on the potential or
existing tourism resources conditions in order to solve the conflict of seasonal tourism elements.

The results find that there exist “chain type driving” and “driving type consequence” mechanism between an-
ti-season tourism and the tourism seasonality. The activation and operation of this mechanism is affected by many
factors in system of anti-tourism development, such as government holiday policy, regional climate characteristics,
corporate anti-season marketing, and residents travel concepts. Secondly, regional economic foundation and social
total demand occupies an important position in supply and demand subsystem of anti-season tourism respectively.
Thirdly, the development of demand subsystem of anti-season tourism presented non-significant different in the
northern and southern region. However, the development of supply subsystem is consistent with that of anti-season
integrated development, showed the different between eastern and western provinces in China. Overall, the rela-
tionship between supply and demand of anti-tourism development in most provinces belongs to relative coordination,
but structure of supply and demand belongs to the supply side restriction. Consequently, structural optimization of
tourism supply side and cooperative promotion by diverse subjects are the important direction of the development of
China’s anti-season tourism.

This paper enrich the research content of tourism seasonality and anti-season tourism development to some ex-
tent, at the same time, it also has practical significance to solve tourism seasonal constraints and explore the area
tourism development path in China. In the next stage, not only the comprehensive and scientific evaluation system
of anti-season tourism development should be refined, but also more attention and emphasize should be given to the
comparative analysis of different quantitative methods, the dynamic studies of anti-tourism development, and the
putting forward marketing strategies.

Key Words: anti-season tourism development; tourism seasonality; regional difference; tourism supply
and demand
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