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Study on the Experience of Urban Water Night Cruise:

A Case Study of Pearl River in Guangzhou

YU Gou-xiong,ZENG Guo-jun
(School of Tourism Management,Sun Yat-Sen University , Guangzhou , Guangdong,510275, China)
Abstract; Tourism experience is rich and multidimensional. The tourist experience varies with different types of tourism. In
order to explore the structure of urban water night cruise experience, this paper takes the Pearl River night cruise as an
example ,based on the perspective of tourists, through the research ideas of theoretical construction and empirical test, carries
out an empirical analysis of the Pearl River night cruise experience.

The research finds: Firstly, through the comments of tourists on the Pearl River Night cruise, the theoretical model of
urban water night cruise experience is constructed, including three main categories of landscape experience, urban
experience and self-experience, and ten sub-categories of architecture landscape, lighting landscape, cruise boat landscape,
urban development, urban image, urban atmosphere, self-efficacy, self-emotion, self-behavior and self-expectation. It is
believed that the structure of urban water night cruise experience is a pyramid model consisting of three main categories:
landscape ,urban and self. The landscape is at the bottom , the city is at the middle,and the self is at the top. There are three
modes of experience: landscape — self; urban — self; landscape — urban — self. Secondly, according to the tourist’s
commentary data,referring to the relevant items of the tourism experience scale in other tourism types and following the main
procedure of the scale development,the urban water night cruise experience scale with 10 dimensions and 36 questions was
developed. Thirdly, based on the theoretical model, five competition models of urban water night cruise experience are
designed , which are single dimension model, first-order nine-dimension model, second-order one-dimension model, second-
order three-dimension model and third-order one-dimension model. After confirmatory factor analysis, the models are
selected. Based on the comparison of fitness,validity test and the significance of measurement terms,the competition models
are compared and tested. It is found that the third-order one-dimensional model verifies the rationality of the theoretical
model construction. Fourthly, the structural equation model of urban water cruise experience is established,and the maximum
likelihood method is used to analyze the model. It obtains the fitting degree of the model and gets the experience path of
urban water night cruise. It is found that different types of landscape experience have significant positive effects on the
overall landscape experience; Landscape experience has a significant positive impact on both urban experience and self-
experience; Urban atmosphere experience has a significant positive effect on self-behavior experience and self-emotion
experience; Landscape experience has a significant positive impact on urban experience and self-experience, urban
atmosphere experience has a significant positive impact on self-behavior experience and self-emotion experience, it shows
that the landscape—self-experience mode has been tested,and part of the urban—self-experience and landscape—urban—
self-experience mode has been tested.

The main contributions of this paper are as follows:The theoretical model of urban water night cruise experience built
by the research can enrich the relevant theoretical research of experience and tourism experience. Taking urban water night
cruise as the research object, this paper develops a new type of tourism experience research. The developed urban water
night cruise experience scale contributes to expanding the research on tourism experience evaluation. The shortcomings of
this paper are as follows: The validation model fails to fully reflect all the conceptual category relationships of the theoretical
model, and lacks direct validation of the impact of landscape dimensions on other dimensions. The questionnaire collection
time is relatively centralized ,follow-up research can collect the data of the tourists in different seasons and different cruise
ships to further verify the stability of the research results. The urban water night cruise studied in this paper is only a typical
type of water night cruise,in addition, there are rural water night cruise,follow-up research can further compare urban water
night cruise experience with rural water night cruise experience.
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