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2013) P4 28 B AT I IA M R 2 07 = 2k R . R B U RA Al R B A e X
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Bl et FH BT RSB R 8 AFE 2R X R A Al il s R b e i . A
I 7E 1992 4R J5 Ak iy BE Al RA — K840 W s il ok o A ik e 1992 4R S A 4 1w
2 B A FE AR B M A7 S 22 R ol Tk WS I ) B A AL S R A A M 2 R S B, AR
SCHBR AR ) I B A AR AR G P50 ERAN AT R, 45 R 7 pron . BEAL M1 ~ BLAY M3 i 1]
A5 R Al A g i Y R0 B 3 R O, ST SCEE R 2, iR H R RAS 2SR

* 17 AR B R M AT
Bl R AR E AL ZHA PR A R ERBENRE DL REFER
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B, [ 1978 AR B TF i BB Al 58 B LK , S [ s 250 30 B8 7 sl % B Y 2 M A7 5 R AR
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The Cohort Effect: Research on the Transformation of the

Social Status of the Chinese Private Entrepreneur Groups

ZOU Li-kai', SONG Li-hong’, WANG Bo'
(1. 8School of Business, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275, China;
2. School of Business, Shantou University, Shantou, Guangdong, 515063, China)

Abstract: The perception of class status is an important factor that affects the decision-making of private entrepreneurs.
However, there is still a lack of explanation for the formation mechanism of class status. At present,the explanation of the
status of private entrepreneurs is mostly from the perspective of static structure, but it neglects the macro factors of
institutional change under the background of transitional economy. This paper holds that the change of the relationship
between the state and the society caused by the transformation is an important reason that affects the formation mechanism of
the status of the private entrepreneurs. Therefore, the interpretation of the status of the private entrepreneurs needs to
examine the specific historical situation and its changes. Based on the generation effect theory,this paper attempts to explore
the impact of market-oriented transformation on the class status perception of private entrepreneurs,and specifically test the
class status perception differences of private entrepreneurs in the two periods around 1992.

The main conclusions are as follows:compared with the group of private entrepreneurs who started their business before
1992 ,the group of private entrepreneurs who started their business after 1992 has a higher perception of their class status.
Further study found that without intra-institutional experience and economic power of business owners will enlarge the class
status perception differences between the above two groups of private entrepreneurs. Specifically, compared with the group of
private entrepreneurs in the system,in the group of private entrepreneurs outside the system,there is a greater difference in
the perception of the status of private entrepreneurs who started businesses around 1992. Compared with the group of private
entrepreneurs with weak economic power,among the group of private entrepreneurs with strong economic power, there is a
greater difference in the perception of the status of entrepreneurs in the two periods before and after 1992. The conclusion
reveals that there is the cohort effect in the perception of the status of private entrepreneurs in the context of China’s reform
and transformation,and the identity of the status of private entrepreneurs reflects a more macro institutional change.

There are three contributions in this paper. First, from a historical perspective to enhance the understanding of the
status of private entrepreneurs. The theory of collective memory, the cohort effect and other historical perspectives is
introduced into the study of class status. By examining the economic and social transformation since China’s reform and
opening-up,it is found that there is cohort effect in the perception of class status of private entrepreneurs. Second, the
historical changes of the status of private entrepreneurs reveal the social structure changes since China’s reform and opening
up. The conclusion shows that the transformation of China’s social structure is moving towards the market mechanism. An
important embodiment of this transformation is that the proportion of economic power has been increased in the reference
system of the status perception of private entrepreneurs. Third, this paper expands the research of cohort effect in China’s
transformation background. As a new social group, private entrepreneurs, although they had different social sources before the
establishment of private enterprises,were involved in economic transformation and shared the experience and era memory of
the same period.

Finally, this paper has some practical significance. The status perception of private entrepreneurs not only reflects the
changes of China’s macro-economy and society, but also outlines the action strategies of private entrepreneurs as actors at the
micro level. The private economy plays an important role in the market economy system. As the leader of the private
economy , if the group of private entrepreneurs can get fair treatment in politics and policy, and supported by a positive social
public opinion evaluation mechanism, it could be improve their status recognition, which is of great significance for the
healthy and sustainable development of the private economy.
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