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Model Classification of Family-triggered Spin-off Entrepreneurship .

An Exploration Based on the Grounded Theory
LI Zhi-gang ,ZHANG Quan,HE Shi-ning
(Management College, Ocean University of China,Qingdao,Shandong,266100, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of family embeddedness and spin-off entrepreneurship motivation, using grounded theory
research method, according to problem orientation and theoretical sampling, six spin-off entrepreneurs are selected as
research samples,and the results of main categories are as follows ; “ improving family based on wealth creation” , “ ascending
family based on value-added assets” , “ cohering family based on shortening distance” , “returning family based on balanced
time” , “inheriting family on the concept of docking” and “innovating family on the concept of breakthrough”. Based on the
six main categories, the core category of “family-triggered spin-off entrepreneurship” is condensed, and then the
classification of family-triggered spin-off entrepreneurship model is constructed, including wealth-orienting, role-switching
and concept-interacting. The results expand and enrich the types and framework of fission entrepreneurial motivation, and
deepen the knowledge system of entrepreneurial motivation.

At present, Fission entrepreneurship research is in the ascendant at home and abroad, and motivation research has
increasingly become a hot topic in the theoretical and academic circles. However, the research on fission entrepreneurship
motivation is mainly confined to the level of parent enterprises, and there is a lack of systematic research on fission
entrepreneurship motivation from the perspective of family embeddedness. Therefore, from the perspective of family
Embeddedness and with the help of grounded theory to standardize the research process, this study makes an in-depth study
on the influencing factors and their mechanism of family-triggered fission entrepreneurship. From the sample data, this study
extracts six main categories ; “ improving family based on wealth creation” , “ ascending family based on value-added assets” ,
“cohering family based on shortening distance” , “returning family based on balanced time” , “inheriting family on the
concept of docking” and “innovating family on the concept of breakthrough” and finally extracts family eventually triggered
fission entrepreneurship this core concept. Family-triggered fission entrepreneurship is divided into wealth-orienting, role-
switching and concept-interacting. There are three different modes of each other,and then by citing Maslow’s hierarchy of
needs theory, work-family theory and social support theory as the dominant explanatory logic, the internal mechanism of
different modes is explained.

The main contributions of this study are as follows : In terms of theoretical value, firstly, this study focuses on the fission
entrepreneurial motivation in the dimension of family, discusses the mechanism of family triggered fission entrepreneurial ,
which can form a richer theoretical explanation of the general model of fission entrepreneurial motivation and improve the
theoretical adequacy of fission entrepreneurial motivation research. Secondly, the dual perspective of entrepreneurs and
families is integrated into the process of fission entrepreneurship,and a regulatory interaction variable covering “resource-
role-concept” is proposed. Finally, the significance of pattern research is to give theoretical researchers a framework and
practitioners a template, while the classification of patterns is the first and important step of pattern research. Different
classifications correspond to different research perspectives and practical focuses. Starting from family triggered fission
entrepreneurship , this study further proposes three kinds of fission creations ; wealth oriented , role transformation and concept
interaction Based on this, the paper reveals the uniqueness and difference of fission entrepreneurial motivation from the
perspective of family,in order to inspire the researchers of fission entrepreneurial theory.

In terms of practical value, from the perspective of entrepreneurs, it deepens the individual’s understanding of the
relationship between family and fission entrepreneurship, provides valuable decision-making for the interpretation and
prediction of fission entrepreneurship activities,and provides theoretical basis for career choice at the individual level. From
the perspective of family, family triggered fission entrepreneurship organically integrates family field and entrepreneurship
field, providing new ideas and inspiration for entrepreneurship practice.

Key Words: family embeddedness; spin-off entrepreneurship; entrepreneurial motivations; model classification;
grounded theory
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