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T X T B DA 5 R R AL . STIERR ST 45 S, 0N B X T RER R R & 5
G 7 it 4 BRCA2 43 32 B0 IR B2 000, T8 16 2 ) Je o s B IR 5 8T, T RE I U i 44 0 1) T
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IEE E AR 7 25— B T AR B B 4% T S A — S B SO ST A SR A R T
B — TP L R 0 B 20 5 A5 A AL, T o A 3 R X 15 DR 2 T AR S 1 i L
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BE A% Xk 235 5% 7 A S R I 3 2 5 A06F T RE G 7% i 4% FR A B 9 MR CAZ o 7 TR R SCARERBE
X KA B 75 2 LA B 35 93 SR AT AR AT 33 4 3 T A G 9 SC A6 TR 78 5 PRt 2 78 AT A 2%
NS 47 R 2o A 7 A AOAE P o R0 LA B SRR AR SCIR g, SR 5 A 0 T B AR S 0 B A
N7 T A g 2 VR TP K I 7 P i 2 O T R 2 DR S R R 2 TR 1 A 0 R E R
A T B X 35 R A % R R A A R I R R 4% 2 5 R T B 3 R 1
T 25 5 5 0 SIS T 1) 5 T >4 A A A 75 i 18 10 R B2 AR I, 0 75 R R 7% i B 42 R O R 2 77 2R A B A
15 0 SR, AN e G R A 5 S R 1) 7 A AR B S AP L R AR SO R

H, < AR 15 v 325 0 5 2 2 V80 35 T80 2 15 7% P o 4% R — 00 B I 7% 5 o 45 9 R 5 R 65 7%l L 4%
FOGH I 0 2 R A A S

H,, < 2508 2% 25 W 3L (9 2 52 FH 280 72 it , ELA AR BIF 9314 2% 35 00 3 R I 7% 1k i 44 A 8 UM 194
i S T EL A BIF A 9 35 06 T 2 I 7% T 0 4% 1) G RS 25 SR

H,, o 259 21 5 W 3K 10 o 52 2R B 7 ity N, LA IR BIE 3 21 255 X 0 I I s 2 ot AR iy 44§14t
A ZE SN B T EAT B BIF AT 2 38 X 5t M I 2 P i 44 A SRR 04 o RS

3. 4B M 1 Th A 1

AR AE Ve ok R A AAN 22 52 B 15 B B 00, 3 4 52 3] o 56 3o 2 oy AR 0 B RS2 1 B R,
S KRBT 58 0w B 4 0 T 9 % Uk SR 7 A B K I B W ( Schwarz, 2004) 1 1 Aaker 45
(2000) PR Y45 T 32 0 HRR S HL L R £ 8 b B 7 KR DT B 7 O A 5 W A, A
A TAF A BRSO o 20 2 A A Mk 80 10 175 6 SR8 0 % 0 B A 3 Sh LA — B, A 2 7
T B A B R % B A A T, £ D ) W B, Bl R O B R B (Kim A1 John,
2008 ; Labroo il Lee,2004°) o KR 3 SCilik , I T30 0 7k 24 AN P 7 e 306 ok o X135 S8 T e 5 e
(g —Fh VLA E (Oppenheimer,2008) > o A BT, 14 2 5 RN T3 M P 2352 W30 2% 3 B4R
X314 % 5 9 18 IR R A 26 #5474 (Lee Fil Labroo, 2004 s Novemsky 4,2007"%7) o i b A SCH8 Hh, 94
S 77 i 4 R 5 T 9l 2 ALk BRG0G0 TR 19 M s R O 70
FOZSIE PRI B 2 A0 BRGNP AT S S W 1 DT T 23 5 AN A M T
F R A A IR R , A AN AR b B A 0 RS A AR . o e, AR SCIA S Y B R A B
F) R A 1 PR A T 7 it 2 T8 (SR vs. AR ) [R5 3 5 5 I 7 e i 4% R 52 A X
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A AN S S R A PP A B o BAOR UL, T REIE 7 M it 44 (vs. 35 FIIRE 75 P 44 ) 7R S A (vs. 520K
B 7 i DR SR B B R AL 7 5 — B0, 26 91 9% 3 A O D BE R s 1k 44 £ 8 S A A B 1
BRI A A BRI 1 M S A OO T o SR R S A IR T o AL, T RE M AR A 4 (vs. 35
FE 7R P 44 ) FIAR A iz R BE AR Cvs. BT ) BT 2 3 1 B AL B R AR DT I, BT DK 2698 2% 5 A N
Ak ) RE I 75 1 i 44 A I I P, DA XSS S 5 7 M ot A R SRR o PRIk, AR SRR Hh A T AR

H, 5 B AL BRI R A T P SIS 78 il 44 PR 77 i S B ) 52 B80T X 21 2l A5 EE 2 )

H, o {5 SAR BRI P b A 7 1 2K 5 7 P ot A2 A 5 1 i 38 T B2 1) 5 B A0 I T 91 2% 3 i it s
JE 5

5T S

L. SEB 1 44 W 7S R 55 77 il 28 0 4 9 45 7R H

FHI 2 (7 WA S F AL i vs. SEARB ) x 2 (A 44 D REIE 7R vs. 7 A 78 ) 1Y 26 8] [
RUIT, KBk H, B H, AU 1 B 0 SRR 28 55 7 M & LA 44 08 28 VR G 3 3
vl JE 25 A S 8 i) 4 5 T

(1) B, 454 DA SCk , 0 1 gy 2B a8 7 N Fh ™ i CAT L35 58 ) B0k iR U L F-HL . A
T4 AR GHREAL B ED) AT 16 44 K 2% A2 S0 ik vk 3000 38 oA XoF 3¢ /\ 7= it 1) 52 P R 22 4R
PEREEESEAT 6 Sl 4T 4 (1 = 7= 5 S R R BEAR 5,6 = 7= b = SR MR BEAR &7 ) o 0 3K (1) 3 o W] Bt
F R T SE M R SR M S, S R R R R T O A SR AR D RE Y R AR R R
IR AR B R 52 SR AR Y 7 S R %5 ,2012) ' 5 Khan f Dhar (2010) ' i #F 58 14 15 —
R B W BRI KT 3 VE N IR A 5 /N T 3 VRN SE R AL . SE80 1 S BRAT A 8K AT
YE R S B = i (M =1.98) A543 85 e 1 35 52 ) BOREAVE S 52 SR 7= i (M = 5. 06) iR 3R .

MRYGIRBE VIR , HF 55 3543 WA KT RIS 58 1 B RE B0 T T B 5 7 M 0 55 ) 5 7 P B9 R 44 R 4% =
Ao FETUR 2w  BFSE I 18 44 2 A X 3 S Ty R I 7 M R 35 R 65 75 1 1) o R4 B A 74T 43 (A
XA PR KB FRIR T 56T i@ i PERE M DI RE RS /R 7 A 3 A4S 44 B A
ZRBEE L EAER s R R 1 = AR 7 = "I W SRR AT ) o BUK S, R oK, 8
T T I 7R P R R T BC G TR B AE L, “E ST (M =5.25) A4S 43 b i T AR S T RE R R 1
Fi R4 R 5 FERE B R4 TG G (M =4.90) I A5 S va 5 TRV 6T 35 52 10 T 7 7= ot =25 RIS 7 e o R 42 R
“PEZET (M =4.85) TG " (M =5.05) FECRT T & 560 1 25 &5 T HAL P A 28R, 2658 =41 ik
Hh A5 K R s S 2 BE A B PR A ) RE IS s 1 AR A 75 R 65 78 1 1) 40 R 4 2 A 0 I 8 EL A 7= i ) I
LRI A A A PRI T 0 (T 2 E XA AR 51 = “IRARM R B 7 = “dEw
FRREE” ) o HI 5 R R W SL e h il A I R A S R A R E LS (Mg =447, M =
4.42,0=0.12,p >0.90) fERAEZ KA B E 2T (Mg, =5.16 My, =5.00,:=1.00,p >0.30) ,

(2) SR BEIT o IER LI T 2 (7= fh e ST vs. ZEARAY) x 2 (i RGL44 R 0 I 7 1« T
RE 75 1 1) i 44 FR v, 7% RIS s P 1) o R 44 R ) 2R ) i o, G KT R I B g BRORE Sy S FH AR R =
SR KT 0 T BE M i 44 RN R S 4 DR R 2 JRORE B T RE A R R 4 R X R TG
T IR 102 44 2% A2 2 Ik 52 56 - Bl AL 43I0 1) DU A OAS [) 19 S 36 25 1 R, B 7 B ik 1
S 2 Hoh —Fp g8 5t Hoh e 69 A, 5 67. 6% AR R 21,11 %, R T ARIESE R
FR AT S BRI ST U I A B e B R A AR LAT I 28 3 v BUE S SR R s, S5 RS (]
15 Gy TE R B — B AT G B ) ARG ST T AORE, T Rk A LA R R A T S
5 rp I ) T SRS AR — 30 B PR R 0 BRI 9 KT B BRSO S R 4 B B
AR5 R B i AR o Y B s e TS R RS 3 I I A e O R A R R
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ARG PE R AR DG 2% H o SRS BE N LLTR = AN HEAT P (1 = “ B HORERE R B R 7 AR
AR ST = R AR R T AR EART) (Sun £5,2012) PN Kb B VAR AE LR B )5 I
AP < Ab B 515 B 5 R R L A B (Lee A1 Aaker,2004) 2 [, B 75 22 18125 X 4 A
JE ORRI 28R 75 B B 45 A AR Y ) BB DR SCFE I 45 18 AN I 22 B 3 S0 AR )5
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Brand Name Suggestiveness, Product Type and Consumers’

Decision Making
SUN Jin, CHEN Jing, MAO Han-shu

(University of International Business and Economics, Beijing, 100029 ,China)

Abstract: There are many different ways of brand naming method. The choice of a brand name has been suggested to be a
crucial decision for the company. Brand name is considered as a major asset for a firm. A good brand name can enhance
brand awareness, help create a favorable brand image and serve as an important means to build brand equity. Recognizing
the important and complex role of brand names as part of an effective strategy, several different possible criteria have been
proposed to choose the right and proper brand name. One emerging research area in branding is about the suggestiveness of
brand names. In the real market, there are a lot of suggestive brand names which either indicate their unique superior
functions ( function-suggestive brand name) or bring good luck ( fate-suggestive brand name) to the consumers. Although
previous research has investigated the effect of either function-suggestive brand name or fate-suggestive brand name on
consumer evaluations, little research has compared the relative effectiveness of function-suggestive brand name and fate-
suggestive brand name on consumer decision-making within one framework. As such, the current research aims to
investigate examine the moderating roles of product type (i. e., utilitarian product and hedonic product) and consumer
idiosyncratic factor (i.e., belief in fate) on the relationship between suggestive brand name and consumer responses. Two
experiments were proposed to examine the moderating roles of product type and consumer idiosyncratic factor on the
relationship between suggestive brand name and consumer responses. Specifically, we hypothesize that the function-
suggestive (vs. fate-suggestive) brand name is more effective when consumers make utilitarian ( vs. hedonic) product
decisions, and low (vs. high) belief in fate level led participants to rely more on function-suggestive (vs. fate-suggestive )
brand name. Specifically, the function-suggestive (vs. fate-suggestive) brand name would only lead to more favorable ad
attitudes, brand attitudes and purchase intention among utilitarian product ( vs. hedonic product). Besides, the function-
suggestive (vs. fate-suggestive) brand name would only lead to more favorable ad attitudes, brand attitudes and purchase
intention among low belief in fate consumers (vs. high belief in fate consumers). Processing fluency was hypothesized to
account for the mediating role in relationship between brand name suggestiveness and brand attitudes formation.

The experimental design for study 1 is a 2 ( product type: utilitarian vs. hedonic) X 2 (brand name: function-
suggestive vs. fate-suggestive) between-subjects design. 102 participants took part in this experiment and were randomly
assigned to the four experimental conditions. ANOVA Data analysis results showed the significant interaction effect between
brand name and product type. Subsequent planned contrasts revealed that participants’ purchase likelihood ratings for
function-suggestive utilitarian brand were greater than for fate-suggestive utilitarian brand; whereas the reverse was true for
hedonic brand. The same results emerged for participants brand evaluation ratings. Thus, H,, H, and H, , were
supported. Study 2 is a 2 ( belief in fate: low vs. high) x 2 (product type: utilitarian vs. hedonic) x 2 (brand name:
function-suggestive vs. fate-suggestive) between-subjects design. 129 MBA students participated in this Study 2 and were

randomly assigned to the different experimental conditions. Consistent with our proposed H,, H, and H,, , consumer brand

2b o
evaluations for function-suggestive brand were higher in the low belief in fate level than that in the high belief in fate level;
while consumer brand evaluations for fate-suggestive brand were more favorable in the high belief in fate condition than in
the low belief in fate condition.

The results across the two studies provide new insights into the research on brand name suggestiveness by showing the
moderating effects of cognitive characteristics (i. e., product type and belief in fate) in the construction of consumer
preferences. Besides the theoretical contributions, the present research also offers important implications for managers on
advertising strategies and the optimal use of meaningful brand names in building brand equity.

Key Words: utilitarian product; hedonic product; fate-suggestive brand name; function-suggestive brand name; belief
in fate
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